
Laura Smith 
4577 Edwards Avenue 
Blue Ash, Ohio 45242 
 
December 9, 2020 
 
Honorable Mayor Marc Sirkin 
Honorable Members of Blue Ash City Council 
4343 Cooper Road 
Blue Ash, Ohio 45242 
 
Honorable Mayor Marc Sirkin et al.: 
 
I am a homeowner in a tax abated neighborhood in Blue Ash, and I see firsthand the 
improvements the Community Reinvestment Area (CRA) program creates. At the same time, I 
see the negative impact of the CRA. I am writing to highlight the issues facing the CRA given its 
laissez-faire redevelopment. The issues are extensive and bound together by one of our most 
precious and essential resources: water. Stormwater, wastewater, and waters of the state are 
equally important factors being grossly overlooked by the City as the CRA redevelopment 
proceeds at a rapid pace. The City needs to adopt a proactive versus reactive approach to 
protecting our water as Blue Ash continues to redevelop and grow. 
 
The most prominent issue impacting our water is wastewater and its impact on stormwater; 
specifically, the sanitary sewer overflows (SSOs), which are part of a federal consent decree 
that requires the City to eliminate sewer overflows into creeks, streams, and rivers. It should be 
noted that the CRA encompasses the majority of the 48 acres impacted by the consent decree. 
To put this in context, the CRA ranked as the number one area for rainfall dependent inflow and 
infiltration mitigation in a county-wide study conducted by MSD in 2014, which means that 
during rain events, approximately 40% of the water in the CRA’s sanitary system is stormwater. 
The implications of this issue are manifested in MSD data gathered from 2018 to 2020: between 
these two years, the SSOs that serve the CRA overflowed 28 times, all of which are required to 
be and were reported to the EPA and Hamilton County Public Health. As a voluntary program, 
the CRA aims to increase density and revitalize neighborhoods by incentivizing landowners and 
homeowners to renovate or redevelop. An increase in residential density without an update to a 
failing sanitary sewer infrastructure is a gross misstep on the part of the City, a threat to public 
health and safety, and an abuse of our natural resources. 
 
Another threat to our water is the issue of available sewer capacity within the CRA’s wastewater 
treatment plant (WWTP). As redevelopment occurs, the chronically failing sewer system 
becomes increasingly strained. When the CRA began in 2014, MSD reported that the CRA’s 
WWTP had an average daily flow of 126.1 million gallons, with a design capacity of 130 million 
gallons. After three years of redevelopment within the CRA, Ohio EPA reported that the WWTP 
average daily flow increased to 127.428 million gallons. Based on this data, if the 
redevelopment of the CRA continues at its current rate, the CRA’s WWTP will exceed its 



capacity by 2025, at an average daily flow of 130.084 million gallons. I addressed the Council in 
August and September 2020 and urged the Council and City to form a stronger partnership with 
MSD to address similar aforementioned issues; despite this, the City claimed no responsibility, 
and MSD moved forward with its 2021 Capital Improvement Plan without any funding directed 
toward desperately needed improvements in the CRA. 
 
Hunt Park is a neighborhood treasure that is City-operated and best demonstrates the water 
issues plaguing the CRA. The crown jewel of Hunt Park is arguably its creek: Raiders Run. 
Raiders Run is an urbanized stream that runs from the confluence of West Fork Sycamore 
Creek to the Ronald Reagan Cross County Highway. At the June 2020 Board of Zoning Appeals 
meeting, I requested that the City complete a hydrology study for our neighborhood given the 
rate of redevelopment and the stormwater issues experienced by homeowners in the CRA as 
redevelopment continues; this idea was not pursued by the City, so I did my own hydrology 
investigation. According to a Flood Insurance Study for Hamilton County conducted in 2012, the 
most recent hydrology study on file for Raiders Run was completed in 1978. Raiders Run, a 
water of the state that runs through the heart of the CRA through a series of culverts and 
natural, open streambeds, is listed in the study as the prime example of a watershed that floods 
during locally intense thunderstorms. The study lists the City of Blue Ash as being subject to 
periodic flooding and flash flooding caused by the overflow of various tributaries such as 
Raiders Run. On November 30, 2020, I took photographs in Hunt Park after a slow and steady 
mix of precipitation-- please refer to these photographs below: 

 
As you can see, water covers the path and much of the far corner of Hunt Park during the 
recent rain event. These photographs show the impact of poor water infiltration exacerbated by 
a chronically failing sanitary system, stormwater drainage that could be leveraged with the 
power of the natural resource at hand, and the overall negative impact the increase in 
impervious surfaces creates within the CRA. 
 
The proposed proactive stance to protecting our water as redevelopment occurs within the CRA 
will make it possible for future generations to enjoy the natural beauty and resources of Blue 
Ash. This will benefit the longevity of our community more than added tax revenue from 
increased residential density because we cannot put a price on our natural resources. The data 



presented indicates that our City must act to clean up our water. The reach of how our City 
treats water goes beyond jurisdiction. It is our shared responsibility as people to ensure that we 
work together to protect our natural resources. Blue Ash has a reputation as a city of choice. I 
urge the Mayor and the City Council to adopt a proactive versus reactive approach to protecting 
our water as Blue Ash continues to redevelop and grow. Thank you for your thoughtful 
consideration of these important matters. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Laura Smith 
4577 Edwards Avenue 


